
Delegate Charniele L. Herring is the Vice Chair and resides in Alexandria. Delegate Herring is 
an attorney and represents the 46th district in the General Assembly. She is president of the West 
End Business Association and former chair of the Alexandria Commission for Women. Delegate 
Herring is a 2006 graduate of the Sorensen Political Leaders Program at the University of 
Virginia.

M. Allyn Brooks-LaSure is the Press Director. He is Deputy Associate Administrator for Public 
Affairs at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and resides in Arlington with his wife. 
Allyn has participated in local, statewide and national campaigns in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Virginia, South Carolina, New Hampshire, Mississippi, and Ohio.

Gary Scotland is the Political Outreach Director. Gary is president of Mobux Americas, a 
mobile banking and payment solution company based in Virginia. Mr. Scotland has over 10 
years of professional domestic and international experience with a variety of prestigious public 
and private organizations such as UNICEF, The World Bank, Fannie Mae and Turner 
Broadcasting System. Mr. Scotland graduated from the American University in Washington DC 
with a Master’s degree in International Relations and Development and a Bachelor of Business 
Administration in Marketing from Howard University also in Washington DC.

Lynn White is a part of the Development Committee.  She currently works as a Senior Policy 
Associate at the Children's Defense Fund.  Prior to joining CDF, Lynn served as a legal fellow at 
Texas Appleseed in Austin, Texas, where she assisted with efforts to reform the Texas juvenile 
justice system, evaluated the impact of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 on Texas school 
districts, and developed a pro bono program for hurricane survivors in need of legal assistance. 
Previous positions include legislative assistant to Representative Dawnna Dukes in the Texas 
State House of Representatives and associate at the law firm of Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher in 
Washington, D.C., where she worked on labor and employment and trade and regulatory 
matters.  She holds a J.D. from Howard University School of Law, where she served as senior 
editor of the Howard Law Journal, and a bachelor's degree in social work from the University of 
Texas.

Helena Payne is the Training Director. During the 2008 election, she was a grassroots organizer 
and served as a delegate for the 8th congressional district of Virginia at the local and state party 
conventions. She currently teaches U.S. History in Alexandria and previously worked as a 
reporter in Boston. Helena holds a master’s degree in education from Harvard, where she also 
researched civic education and social capital theory at the Kennedy School of Government. Her 
undergraduate degree is from the University of Notre Dame.

Don Scoggins is a Member at Large. After Don completed active military duty, he began
his diverse professional career working six years in Washington, DC for the Government
as an urban planner, housing official and community organizer. After briefly retiring in
2003, Don spent several stints employed by the federal government and pursued
grassroots political activism. Civic and fraternal activities include serving as trustee of
the 1906 congressionally charted, Frederick Douglass Memorial and Historical
Association; Prince William County’s Committee of 100; and, membership in the Alpha
Phi Alpha Fraternity.


